User guide: The Production Possibility Frontier Game

This application is designed to display the results of the Production Possibility Frontier Game.

Starting the Application

-It is possible that your excel security settings are set too high to run the application. 

In order to check:

Open excel and click on “tools” in the menu bar. 

Select “Macro” and from the drop down box “select security”

Make sure the setting is no higher than medium.

- When you are ready to start the game - double click on the PPFgame file. If requested click ‘enable macros’.

- The game should begin on start-up. If it does not start then press “Ctrl g”

- You will be welcomed by an opening screen which will close after 5 seconds. A welcome screen will then open.

Using the Application

- Selecting the timer.

You must first decide if you wish to use the inbuilt timer.

The application has an inbuilt 30 second timer. The timer will run automatically. If you do not wish to use this timer tick the “no timer box”. You can stop using the timer at any time by ticking this box.

- With the Timer.

When you click “begin game” a timer box will appear. When you are ready to run your first session, click “begin session”. This will begin a 30 second count down. At the end of the 30 second countdown the timer box will disappear. You can now enter your results in the appropriate boxes. You can either type in the number or use the spin buttons.

Once you have entered your results click “OK”. Your results will appear in the table at the in the bottom left of the screen alongside the marginal opportunity cost of both goods. The results will also be represented in the graph on the right of the screen. If you are using the timer it will now reappear. If not, you can enter the next session’s results immediately. There is no limit to the number of session you can play.

End Game

When you have run as many sessions as you wish, click “finish”. At this point you will be given the option of either closing down the application, starting a new game or starting a new game in the existing one.

- Closing Down.

If you select the close down option then the sheet will close.

- Start a new game

This option will delete all your results and you will start back at the welcome screen.

- Start a new game within the current one.

This option will start a new game but your previous results will continue to be displayed on the graph. Only your new results will be displayed in the table. This option is useful if you wish to compare PPFs under different conditions. The application allows you to enter the results from 4 separate games.

Once you have run 4 games you will only be able to close the application or start a new game.

Any queries to:

Mr James Mackley

School of Business and Economics

Swansea University

SA2 8PP

j.r.k.mackley@swan.ac.uk
