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Purpose of the report

To report on the final project outcomes, including the main activities of the project and how these may have differed from original plans. Project resources and links to web resources, dissemination details and any evidence of project impact should also be provided. The report should be completed by 30 June 2009.

Main objectives/broad purposes of the project
The main objectives of this project were, originally, and remain:

1. To create and disseminate a set of case studies that will encourage student understanding of datasets and the ways in which these datasets can be used to derive relevant information.

2. To create and disseminate a resource that will enable students to develop a strong understanding of the links between identifying, managing and interpreting data.

3. To create and disseminate a resource that will enable students to use data to gain insights into economic issues and concepts. 

4. To draw on previously-funded projects in Economics (METAL, DELII Case Studies, etc) to address an existing gap in the resources available to students and tutors. 

Main activities of the project (and how and why these may have differed from original plans)

The project time has been dominated by the production and editing of 5 high quality Case Studies in accordance with the original agreement. The intention which emerged in the early weeks of the mini-project period, to accompany the 5 studies with a tutor guide, has had to be set aside through pressures on project time. 

Some limited trialling of the Case Studies in practice with module students has been achieved, largely 

in collaboration with Dr. Piotr Jaworski and his colleagues at Napier University. There, one case study has been fully embedded in an existing level 1 module taught to several hundreds of students from various backgrounds.

The main forms of dissemination to date have been: publication of the Case Studies on the EN website as they emerge; a paper presented at the NTU Learning and Teaching Annual Conference 2009 (April 2nd); engagement with 2 EN workshops at Bristol during the year (summer 2008; January 2009); an invited visit to Napier University Business School (June 2009); meetings with EN mentor through the project period.  A conference paper has been accepted for presentation at DEE2009 (9th September, 2009). 

Outcomes of the project

A series of 5 high quality Case Studies with a common format: the series fills the acknowledged gap, as recognised in the acceptance of the original mini-project proposal, in the LT armoury for use with first-time HE students of Economics (and possibly ongoing Level 2 students).

The series is styled `Working with Data on…’ and includes individual data studies on:

· Economic Growth

· House Prices 

· Household Debt

· Consumption Spending

· Government Finances

Each study includes sections on: Data Use; Data Search and Selection; Data Transformation and Interpretation, plus Review Questions.  Specific and freely downloadable existing data series feature in each Study.  

The project team have learnt a lot about the principles and practicalities of successfully designing and compiling a particular set of learning materials (whether paper-based or in electronic form) for flexible use by tutors within the overall set of their module learning resources (lessons to be reflected in the 

upcoming DEE2009 Conference paper).  

The 5 Case Studies emerged from a practical teaching context at NBS/NTU. Feedback to date has been uniformly positive. The Studies, however, have taken a somewhat different form to that originally envisaged. We regard this outcome as being further evidence that the full LT context necessarily influences the creation of effective materials for ‘making economic sense of quantitative data’. 

Available resources (including web links)

The Case Studies are available at

http://www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/archive/data_worksheets
Dissemination (details of events, dates etc disseminated and planned)

The main forms of dissemination to date have been: 

· publication of the Case Studies on the EN website as they emerge; 

· paper presented at this year’s NTU Annual Learning and Teaching Conference (2nd April 2009 ); engagement with 2 EN workshops at Bristol during the year (summer 2008; January 2009); 

· invited visit to Napier University Business School (June 2009).

A conference paper at DEE2009 is to follow (9th September, 2009). The Case Studies are expected to become available from the METAL website shortly.

Impact (please include any evaluation data or any other evidence of the project’s impact)

In addition to EN figures of website hits, an extensive array of impact data will soon become available for analysis. There is already evidence via the embedding of one Case Study in the teaching and assessment of the ongoing `Principles of Economics’ module at Napier University, from 08-09. The present intention is to embed and monitor the use of the Case Studies in modules taught at NBS/NTU from 09-10. 

Informal reports from Napier indicate limited student feedback is positive (connects Economics with life beyond the university; graded exercises helpful), as is the tutor feedback (the intention at Napier is to retain the use of at least one of the Case Studies within the `Principles of Economics’ module for 09-10). 
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